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A normally dry wash ran over Idaho highway 78 on June 14, forcing closure of the Owyhee County Courthouse last 
Wednesday. OCSO photo

Homedale 
population 
jumped 
2020-22
Census: Marsing, 
Grand view grew 
more modestly

H o m e d a l e  e m e rg e n c y 
responders’ concerns about 
strain on an all-volunteer 
system because of population 
growth bear out in the latest 
Census numbers.

The City of Homedale’s 
population grew 8.6 percent in 
the 27 months between April 1, 
2020 and July 1, 2022.

According to data released 
las t  week by the  Idaho 
Department of Labor, Owyhee 

San Juan 
Eguna 
festivities 
return

There’s plenty to do and 
see at the second annual San 
Juan Eguna Basque Festival 
on Saturday.

The Txoko Ona Basque Club 
plays host to the free, family-
friendly event at its center, 333 
S. Main St., in Homedale.

A mus tournament starts at 2 
p.m., and the gates to the festi-
val swing open at 5 p.m.

The fi rst 150 people to enter 
will receive a free festival 
koozie.

Between 6 p.m., and 7:30 
p.m., Basque dance and musi-
cal performances are planned.

Children and adult games 

–– See Rodeo, page 9 –– See Festival, page 14

–– See Washout, page 9

The extent of the Brackett 
dynasty at the Idaho High 
School Finals Rodeo became a 
lot clearer early last week.

Turns out, Katie Brackett’s 
knack for winning the Miss 
Idaho High School Rodeo title 
is hereditary.

“Being crowned the Idaho 
High School Rodeo Queen is 
an honor,” the Three Creek 

resident said. “I have been 
working towards this for the 
past three years, and I am 
thrilled to have the chance 
to represent my state at the 
National High School Finals 
Rodeo in Gillette, Wyo.”

Brackett will compete during 
the 75th anniversary NHSFR 
between July 16 and July 22.

During a June 10 event inside 

the Bannock Event Center 
in Pocatello, Brackett stood 
with 14 other contestants — 
including Homedale’s Kinsey 
Blankenship, the District 5 
queen — and took not only 
the crown but championships 
in the categories of personality, 
speech, and modeling. She tied 

Three Creek claims second-generation state rodeo queen

IHSR Queen Katie Brackett 
(right). Photo by Paula Brackett

Katie Brackett follows her mother’s lead to national fi nals

The  Owyhee  County 
Courthouse was closed to 
business last Wednesday after 
heavy fl ooding washed out 
Idaho highway 78.

Swollen by rain brought 
in by a thunderstorm, a 
typically dry gulch near 
the Rabbit Creek Trailhead 
poured over the two-lane 

blacktop at milemarker 28 
near Murphy.

The Idaho Transportation 
Depar tment  c losed the 
highway shortly before 
7:30 p.m., on June 13, and 
Sheriff Larry Kendrick said 
the closure occurred about 
1½ miles west of the county 
seat.

The county courthouse 
— and all county offices 
housed in the complex — were 
closed last Wednesday as the 
highway remained shut down 
during clean-up and repair 
efforts.

ITD reopened the road 
late in the afternoon last 
Wednesday.

Kendrick said there had 
been erosion under the 
roadway and that the wash’s 
run over the highway near the 
Bureau of Land Management 
trailhead site left 12 to 18 
inches of sediment on the 
driving surface.

Washout closes Idaho 78, courthouse
Clerk: Skeleton crew worked Wednesday; most couldn’t get to offi ces
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Tax Planning
Wealth Management
Accounting Services
Retirement Planning

Kelse Puri 
Financial Advisor

Kelse Puri is a familiar face in the community. She is a Homedale native and 
a graduate of Homedale High School. After receiving a degree in Social Sci-
ences from Boise State University she then pursued a career in customer service 
for nearly two decades. Kelse is a holistic financial advisor holding insurance 
licenses as well. Kelse genuinely enjoys working with people and strives to pro-
vide personalized financial plans that truly align with a client’s goals and what’s 
important to them. Kelse is committed to putting the client first and offering 
support through every step of the financial planning process. Kelse resides just 
outside of Homedale along the beautiful Snake River. Away from the office she 
loves volunteering in her community, working on home improvement projects, 
kayaking and fishing, and spending time with her family. 
Securities offered through Avantax Investment ServicesSM Member FINRA, SIPC. Investment advisory services offered 
through Avantax Advisory ServicesSM. Parker Advisors is not a registered broker/dealer or registered investment advi-
sory firm. Insurance services offered through an Avantax affiliated insurance agency.

Rob Aman, Agent
(208) 965-0968
(208) 459-0070

1117 Cleveland Blvd.

email: rob@idahoaffordable.com

We strive to offer Idaho’s most affordable, 
quality insurance. Click or call me for a 

free insurance review & price quote.

www.idahoaffordable.com

IDAHO INSURANCE, LLC.
AFFORDABLE INSURANCE INC.

LICENSED IN IDAHO & OREGON

With most of the packed house of 
35 people in attendance to support the 
Homedale Library District, the city 
council unanimously agreed to hand 
over all three library buildings after last 
Wednesday’s public hearing.

Trinity Holiness Church pastor 
Samuel Page was among the people 
who spoke in favor of the library 
district receiving the buildings — 
including the Gypsy Jackson Memorial 
Library, the 1980 library now known as 
the Homedale Community Center, and 
the original 1921 wood frame library 
behind the 1980 building.

Page said the library staff did more 
to keep the community center operating 

for the folks that rent it than the city 
staff did, including fi nding someone to 
shovel snow in the winter or cleaning 
up the center when the previous renters 
left it a mess ahead of Page’s weekly 
services inside the building at 125 W. 
Owyhee Ave.

“I feel like the greatest asset would 
be to turn it back to the library because 
they’ve had the heart to care for the 
building,” Page said.

While the council retained new 
chairs and tables from the community 
center, all other contents — including 
about $40,000 in commercial kitchen 
equipment — was conveyed to the 
library district.

There was no mention of the appraised 
values of either of the three buildings. 
As government property, the parcels 
and improvements are exempt from 
county valuation.

Former city library employee Carol 
McMichael and town resident Kelsey 
Kirkland also spoke in support of 
the full complex’s conveyance to the 
library district. 

No one spoke to oppose the idea.
“Homedale library goes above and 

beyond what you think a library offers,” 
Kirkland said.

McMichael said the library was a key 
gathering spot for her children before 
she joined the staff.

“I feel very strongly that some kids 
coming to the library don’t have much 
else, but at least they have some place 
to go,” McMichael said.

Council members had little discussion 
after the hearing closed; the majority of 
the talk about the library’s fate was 
carried out during the May meeting.

“Nothing has changed,” Councilman 
Steve Atkins said when Mayor Gheen 
Christoffersen asked his opinion.

“I’ll go with what we decided last 
time,” Councilperson Kim Murray 
said.

Before the transaction can be fi nalized, 
the city demanded copies of the library 
district bylaws, budget, policies, and a 
list of the board members. 

The audience members broke into 
applause when the vote was fi nalized. 
Whoops could be heard in the hallway 
as the council tried to move on to the 
next topic in the meeting.

— JPB

Homedale council conveys entire library complex
Valuable commercial kitchen among assets 

turned over to library district

Homedale Fire District com-
missioners visited the county 
commissioners last week in 
their ongoing impact fees in-
vestigation.

Days after the June 12 meet-
ing, HFD Commissioner Ric 
Uria said he and board chair 
Mick Woodburn went to Mur-
phy to lay out the argument to 
establish impact fees.

“We’ve started the process 
of preparing for impact fees for 
the Homedale Fire District to 
try to save the taxpayers mon-
ey because as the impact fee 
works, the contractors and the 
homeowners pay upfront when 
they do the building permits,” 
Uria told the commissioners.

“In the process, we found out 
we needed to go through the 
county in order to do that.”

Owyhee County would col-
lect fees from developers build-
ing within the southern portion 

of the joint district and disperse 
them to the fi re district.

The county is entitled to 
charge an administrative fee 
for collecting the money.

Uria said fi re commissioners 
already had visited with the 
Homedale City Council about 
the idea, and he plans to set up 
another meeting.

Dist. 2 County Commis-
sioner Kelly Aberasturi said he 
agrees with the idea.

“We’ve talked about impact 
fees quite a while as a county, 
and it never made sense for us 
to do the fees. It’s better for 
taxing districts to do the fee,” 
Aberasturi said.

“I personally believe I’ve 
been paying into it numerous 
years. Why should I have to 
subsidize someone new mov-
ing in next door?”

Uria said population growth 
has strained emergency ser-

vices, and the overall decline 
in volunteerism compounds 
the problem.

He said Homedale Ambu-
lance’s volunteer emergency 
medical technicians go on 
about 400 runs each year.

“We’re going to have to start 
paying somebody really darn 
quick,” Uria said, referring to 
paying staff to meet demand.

Aberasturi said the BOCC 
expects most county emergen-
cy services agencies to con-
sider fees because of growth.

Uria said the fire district 
and the City of Homedale had 
talked about a joint impact 
fees study, but he wasn’t sure 
if the study was undertaken. 
The study would cost about 
$19,000, he said.

Both Aberasturi and Dist. 1 
Commissioner Jerry Hoagland 
said they would support impact 
fees.                             — JPB 

HFD impact fees get BOCC backing

Anyone who wants  to 
compete in the 42nd annual 
Homedale Lions Club Fourth 
of July Demolition Derby 
is asked to show up at the 
Owyhee County Fairgrounds 
today.

The annual drivers’ meeting 
takes place at 7 p.m., today at 
the fairgrounds pig barn.

Derby tickets are available 
online at https://qrco.de/be2hZX. 
General admission costs $20 or 
$18 with a military discount. 

Surcharges are added.
The Independence Parade 

takes place the morning of 
the derby. Text Heidi Heng 
at (208) 600-5863 for more 
information.

The derby grand entry will 
be held at 5:30 p.m. 

The Phobics will provide live 
music for dancing from 9 p.m., 
to midnight, and fireworks 
purchased by the Lions Club 
and the City of Homedale will 
be set off at 10:30 p.m.

Demolition derby drivers’ 
meeting slated tonight

Homedale church VBS to launch
Homedale Friends Commu-

nity Church will hold a Vaca-
tion Bible School beginning 
Monday.

The VBS runs from 9 a.m., 
to 11:30 a.m., Monday through 
Thursday, June 29.

Registration will be held 
between 8:30 a.m., and 9 a.m., 
on Monday. 

The program is open to 
boys and girls who are pre-
kindergarten through fourth 
grade.
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Homedale Lions Club 42nd Annual

DEMOLITION DERBY
TUESDAY, JULY 4, 2023

Independence Parade 
Theme: THE WILD, WILD WEST

Demolition derby 

MANDATORY DRIVER’S MEETING- 

FIREWORKS 
10:30 pm

Live Band 
9-Midnight

Chain & 

Bang Heat
‘80’s or newer 

2wd cars only

TICKETS ONLINE!
https://qrco.de/be2hZX

To enter a car , call  Jeremy Townsend at 208-337-4668

Parade: Text Heidi at (208) 600-5683

STOP BY OR SCHEDULE AN APPOINTMENT ONLINE
LesSchwab.com

HOMEDALE
(208) 337-3474

Uria, Prow 
combined for 70 
years of service
Family and friends turned 

out last Wednesday to bid 
adieu to a pair of Homedale 
Highway District stalwarts.

District secretary/treasurer 
Terri Uria is retiring next 
month after 39 years on the 
job.

Subdistrict 1 Commissioner 
Larry Prow will leave his post 
next month after 31 years on 
the board.

The pair received gifts and 
ornaments of recognition 
during a noontime celebration 
inside the highway district shop 
on East Colorado Avenue.

Director of Highways Dan 
Herman sliced tri tip that Kaleb 
Hotchkiss had smoked on the 
Homedale Fire Department’s 
Traeger then carried to the 
highway district. Hotchkiss 
is the husband of Kimmi 
Hotchkiss, who will succeed 
Uria as district secretary/
treasurer after July 16.

Ur ia’s  bro ther- in- law, 
Dennis, won a three-way 
election in May for the right 
to succeed Prow on the board. 
Dennis Uria and his brother, 
Ric, were among the family 
members who turned out to 

give the two soon-to-be retirees 
a send-off.

Prow received a watch 
to mark his retirement, and 
fl owers were among the gifts 
Terri Uria received.

Both were given unique 
crystal plaques to commemorate 
their years of service.

Prow’s departure means next 
month will be the fi rst meeting 
in 60 years that a man named 
Prow won’t be on the board. 
Dennis Uria will take the oath 
of offi ce to begin his fi rst term 
on July 12.

Larry Prow began attending 

highway district functions as 
a boy when his father, Elmer, 
served as commissioner.

Terri Uria’s plans in retirement 
won’t differ much from what 
she does now — except that she 
will enjoy her four grandsons 
and one granddaughter more. 
She and Ric have another 
grandchild on the way, too.

“I’ll still ride my bike by 

the offi ce, but now I’ll do it 
on meeting nights and wave,” 
Uria said.

Uria and Prow both pre-date 
the current office building, 
which was built in 1996. They 
started attending meetings in 
the other offi ce building, which 
stands to the east across the 
parking lot from the current 
boardroom and shop.

Uria’s fi rst eight years in the 
job were Elmer Prow’s fi nal 
years on the board.

As usual, Larry Prow was a 
man of few words, but he did 
have praise — in his way — for 
the road crew, which includes 
Herman and Barron Pogue.

“They do a pretty good job,” 
Prow said.

He said he was going to 
“miss the friendships and miss 
Terri and the guys.”

“I have appreciated the job. 
I have enjoyed the job,” Uria 
said. “The board always treated 
me with respect through the 
years. That’s why I stayed.”

Subdistrict 2 Commissioner 
John Demshar continued to 
show respect even as the group 
posed for a fi nal photo between 
the district’s new water tanker 
and new street roller.

“Terri always did a good 
job,” he said. “I have a bad 
habit of calling late at night, 
and she’d always say, ‘I’ll get 
on that in the morning.’ ”

Prow said Uria enabled his 
longevity on the board.

“I probably wouldn’t have 
made it this long without 
Terri,” he said.            — JPB

Homedale Highway District mainstays moving on

Larry Prow and Terri Uria hold their certifi cates of recognition after their retirement party 
at the Homedale Highway District shop. From left: Barron Pogue, Subdistrict 2 Commissioner 
John Demshar, Subdistrict 1 Commissioner and board chair Larry Prow, board clerk Terri Uria, 
and Director of Highways Dan Herman
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The Bruneau-Grand View 
School District free and re-
duced-price meals policy for the 
next school year is available.

The policy is set for children 
unable to pay the full price for 
lunch served under the Nation-
al School Lunch Program.

Copies are available for 
review at the school district 
office and at the offices for 
Rimrock Jr.-Sr. High School, 
and Grand View and Bruneau 
Elementary schools.

The policy includes income 
eligibility information.

Applications must be re-
turned to the school the child 
attends. Additional copies are 
available at each school.

Households enrolled in Food 
Stamps, Temporary Assistance 
for Families in Idaho (TAFI) 
or Food Distribution on Indian 
Reservations (FDPIR) need 
only provide recipient’s name, 
food stamp, TAFI or FDPIR 
case number, the student(s) 

name and an adult signature.
All other applicants must list 

names of all household members 
(including foster children), all in-
come (including amount, source, 
and frequency of the income re-
ceived by each household mem-
ber). The application must also 
include an adult’s signature and 
the last four digits of that adult’s 
Social Security number.

Homeless, runaway or mi-
grant students are eligible for 
benefi ts. Household members 
do not have to be U.S. citizens 
for the students to qualify.

Applications may be submit-
ted at any time. A determining 
offi cial will review the applica-
tion, and parents or guardians 
may discuss decisions. Formal 
appeals must be requested.

Kalani Ratcliffe and Bonni 
Draper handle decisions for the 
Bruneau-Grand View School 
District. They can be reached at 
the district offi ce, 39678 State 
Hwy. 78, Bruneau, ID 83604.

Corrections
Owyhee County land owners have until June 26 to fi le a 

2023 property assessment appeal with the county Board of 
Equalization. The deadline was incorrect in last week’s edition 
of The Owyhee Avalanche.

 
The phone number to reach the Owyhee County Treasurer’s 

Offi ce is (208) 495-1153. The number appearing in last week’s 
paper was the offi ce fax number. 

Bruneau-GV releases free, 
reduced-price lunch policy 

County receives record PILT — again
Owyhee County has re-

ceived another record amount 
of federal funding for tax-
exempt public lands.

County Clerk Angie Barkell 
confi rmed receipt of the Fiscal 
Year 2023 Payments in Lieu 
of Taxes on Friday, one day 
after the U.S. Department of 
Interior announced the annual 
disbursement.

Each year, the federal gov-
ernment sends millions of 
dollars to governments across 
the country to compensate for 
property tax revenue lost be-
cause of the presence of public 
lands acreage.

This year, Owyhee County 
deposited the largest check it 
has ever received — $1,686,555 
— for the 3,628,337 acres of 
public land in the county.

Each summer, the Board of 
County Commissioners con-
structs an annual budget that 
anticipates how much federal 
revenue will be received. It’s 
not until June of the next year 
that offi cials learn exactly how 
much the Interior Department 
will release.

Barkell said approximately 
$800,000 will be used in the 
FY 23 Current Expense budget 
to fulfi ll departmental needs 
until Sept. 30.

The other half of the pay-
ment will be deposited in the 
county’s building fund.

The building fund includes 
PILT money, American Rescue 
Plan Act funding, and Local 
Assistance and Tribal Consis-
tency Fund (LATCF) monies.

The county received $3.78 
million in LATCF funding in 
October, and Barkell expects 
another check from the federal 
government this year. The al-
location of LATCF funds is 
based on land mass, while 
PILT is based on population 
and public lands acreage.

County commissioners have 
disbursed ARPA funds to the 
Owyhee County Rodeo As-
sociation for improvements 
at the Homedale arena and to 
give Grand View Ambulance 
fi scal assistance.

Barkell said the county’s 
building fund stands at about 
$8 million, but funds are being 
saved for anticipated Murphy 
drinking water and wastewater 
system repairs and upgrades.

Owyhee has the second-
most public lands acreage in 
the state, second only to Idaho 
County’s 4.5 million acres.

Owyhee received the sixth-
largest payout, and the five 
counties above Owyhee re-
ceived more than $2 million 
each (Idaho County and El-
more County received more 
than $3 million apiece).

The counties receiving more 
money than Owyhee County:

• Elmore — $3,071,077 for 
1,357,417 acres

• Idaho — $3,037,978, 
4,531,923 acres

• Cassia — $2,732,485, 
918,850 acres

• Blaine — $2,707,727, 
1,325,118 acres

• Twin Falls — $2,008,657 
for 638,226 acres

PILT payments are made 
for tax-exempt federal lands 
administered by Interior’s 
bureaus, including the Bureau 
of Land Management, Bureau 
of Reclamation, U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service, and National 
Park Service. 

In addition, PILT payments 
cover federal lands admin-
istered by the U.S. Forest 
Service, the U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers, and the Utah 
Reclamation Mitigation and 
Conservation Commission. 
Payments are calculated based 
on the number of acres of fed-
eral land within each county or 
jurisdiction and the population 
of that county or jurisdiction.

Idaho counties received 
$38.2 million in PILT support 
this year. The federal govern-
ment listed 32.6 million acres 
of public lands in the state.

PILT payments have been 
distributed annually since 
1977.

Owyhee County has re-
ceived $27.3 million over the 
past 25 years.

In recent years, some in 
Congress — including Idaho’s 
delegation — have worked 
to permanently ensure the 
payments. In previous years, 
Owyhee County received only 
a fraction of what was owed un-
der the formula. In more recent 
years, the county has received 
full payments each year.

— JPB
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NEW OWNERSHIP SINCE NOVEMBER 2018
REBUILDING IS RECYCLING

337-5057 
Ray 208-573-2339

HOMEDALE, IDAHO

Chuck & Ray Maxwell

ALL TYPES OF ROCK & DIRT
STATE CERTIFIED DRAIN ROCK

FREE ESTIMATES ON ROADS & DRIVEWAYS

Owyhee Sand, 
Gravel & Concrete

CARPET CARE & JANI-

CHIROPRACTIC

THE BUSINESS DIRECTORY

CHIROPRACTIC

STEEL BUILDINGSSTEEL BUILDINGS

METAL BUILDINGS
Since 1969

Phone: 1 (866) 454-1800
Fax: 1 (866) 454-1801

20595 Farmway Road
Caldwell, IDwww.rmsteel.com

SAND & GRAVEL

IRRIGATION IRRIGATION

PAINTING

Residential - Commercial  
Interiors - Exteriors - Restorations 

Remodels - Cabinets - Doors  
"You Name It, We Can Paint It"

Licensed and Insured 
Free Estimates 

HOMEDALE CHIROPRACTIC CENTER 
Neck & Back Pain  ♦  Athletic Injuries 

Auto Accidents  ♦  Work Injuries 
for more details go to: 

 www.homedalechiropractic.com 

Call 208-337-4900     J. Edward Perkins, Jr, DC, NMD 
No Cost Consultations              111 S. Main, Homedale, ID 

AGRI-LINES IRRIGATION

Modern solutions for your irrigation needs

HEATING & COOLING HEATING & COOLING

Idaho Lic# 10158
Oregon Lic# 208948

PAINTING

RCE #26126

jacdav7673@yahoo.com
19083 Batt Corner Rd. 

Wilder, Id 83676

CALL 482-0103
FINANCING AVAILABLE O.A.C.

www.bauerheatingandcooling.com

METAL ROOFING 
& SIDING

STEEL ROOFING & SIDINGSTEEL ROOFING & SIDING

Phone: 1 (866) 454-1800
Fax: 1 (866) 454-1801

20595 Farmway Road
Caldwell, IDwww.rmsteel.com

Since 1969 Factory Direct
Made to Order

Live and
Internet 
Auctions

AUCTION SERVICES

CUSTOM MEATS

RISING STAR 
CUSTOM MEATS, llc.

formerly JOHNSTON BROTHER MEATS
Custom Butchering, 

Cutting and Wrapping
Beef—Hogs—Sheep—Wild Game

Unique line of specialty items
including the lost art of 14 day aging

HEALTH SERVICES HEALTH SERVICES DENTAL SERVICES

PLUMBING
“Your true local 

hometown plumber”

Service - Residential & Commercial

Repair & Replacement

ELECTRICIAN

Isert 
Electric

Insured and Licensed
Owyhee County

“Over 35 years experience”

Brian Isert
Master Electrician

STARTERS / ALTERNATORS

ESSENTIAL oils for a 
HEALTHY You!

Natural effective, safe & 
affordable health solutions. 

ESSENTIAL OILS

REBUILT & NEW OPEN: MON-FRI
9:00 AM - 5:00 PM

upperedgepro@gmail.com

STARTER & ALTERNATOR REPAIR

ADVERTISING

OWYHEE 
AVALANCHE

337-4681

YOUR AD HERE!

$10.00 PER WEEK

ADVERTISING

OWYHEE 
AVALANCHE

337-4681

YOUR AD HERE!

$10.00 PER WEEK

ADVERTISING

OWYHEE 
AVALANCHE

337-4681

YOUR AD HERE!

$10.00 PER WEEK
Our business is to help your 
business do more business!

Low rates & high circulation in Owyhee County's Source for Local 
News helps get the word out on your products & services!

Call Today! 337-4681 
www.theowyheeavalanche.com 

IRRIGATION IRRIGATION

20488 Pinto Lane, 
Caldwell, ID 83607

Call us for all your irrigation needs!
Cole Kaiserman (208) 989-4168
Chris Hoagland (208) 880-4535

Matt Hansen (208) 989-7013
Connor DeMond (208) 899-6216

Chris Hoagland (208) 880-4535
Connor DeMond (208) 899-6216
Garth Frederick (208) 899-0197

ADVERTISING

OWYHEE 
AVALANCHE

337-4681

YOUR AD HERE!

$10.00 PER WEEK

SMALL ENGINE REPAIR

GENE'S SMALL 
ENGINE REPAIR, LLC
LAWN EQUIPMENT

ENGINE REPAIR

ALL MAKES & MODELS 
FREE ESTIMATES

208-850-9146

CUSTOM HOMES CUSTOM HOMES

ADVERTISING

OWYHEE 
AVALANCHE

337-4681

YOUR AD HERE!

$10.00 PER WEEK

ADVERTISING

OWYHEE 
AVALANCHE

337-4681

YOUR AD HERE!

$10.00 PER WEEK
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Unique & Unusual Gifts
Embroidered Dish Towels

Much More!

The Hen HouseNow 
Open!

Calendar

Scott Jensen

I have been out of the coun-
try for the past two weeks but 
have heard 
reports of 
almost daily 
rain showers 
at home. 

Repeated 
rain showers 
coupled with 
cool temper-
atures and 
high humid-
ity have likely forced many 
producers to leave cut hay ly-
ing in the fi eld for extended pe-
riods of time before it could be 
baled. These conditions allow 
for growth of mold on the hay. 

Here are some frequently 
asked questions and answers 
on the subject of moldy hay:

What is the “black dust” on 
the hay in the windrow, and 
coming out of the baler or 
forage harvester? 

The dust is partially fungal 

spores that have been pro-
duced at any point prior to 
harvest and spores that were 
produced in the windrow after 
cutting because of high mois-
ture levels. Another source of 
the dust is pulverized and de-
composed plant material after 
repeated drying. 

You can prevent further 
mold growth in harvested 
hay and silage

Hay preservatives such as 
propionic acid products and oth-
er mold inhibitors can reduce or 
stop further mold growth in hay 
and silage, at least temporarily, 
when applied during baling or 
chopping. These products will 
not reduce the damage done be-
fore harvest; they merely stop 
new growth. 

What effects do molds 
have on animals? 

The spores can produce un-
desirable physical responses 

from humans and livestock 
from the physical dust and 
an allergic response in the 
animals. Horses and other 
non-ruminants are generally 
more susceptible to this prob-
lem than cattle. Feed intake is 
reduced. The spores also in-
dicate a possibility of myco-
toxin-producing organisms. A 
mycotoxin is a toxic second-
ary metabolite produced by an 
organism of the fungus king-
dom, including mushrooms, 
molds, and yeasts. 

Molds commonly found in 
hay include Alternaria, Asper-
gillus, Cladosporum, Fusari-
um, Mucor, Penicillium, and 
Rhizopus. These molds can 
produce spores that cause 
respiratory problems, espe-
cially in horses or other ani-
mals fed in poorly ventilated 
areas and, under certain con-

ditions, produce mycotoxins. 
There is much confusion 

about mycotoxins in forages 
because several mycotoxins 
may be present, diagnostic 
methods are not consistent, 
and treatment and control rec-
ommendations lack needed re-
search. While most molds do 
not produce mycotoxins, the 
presence of mold indicates the 
possibility of mycotoxin pres-
ence. Animals being fed moldy 
hay should be watched care-
fully for mycotoxin symptoms 
such as reduced feed intake, 
reproduction issues, and high 
somatic cell counts in lactating 
animals. If you suspect the hay 
has mycotoxins, consult your 
veterinarian or nutritionist. 

Strategies for utilization 
of moldy hay

If hay is dusty (from mold 
spores), avoid feeding it to 
sensitive animals and those 
in areas with poor ventilation. 
If mycotoxin symptoms are 
observed, check with a nutri-
tionist to make sure the ration 
is properly balanced and pos-
sibly with a veterinarian to 
eliminate other disease/health 
problems. Some forage test-
ing laboratories will provide 
mycotoxin tests. 

Often, the best strategy is 
to remove a suspected myco-
toxin-contaminated feedstuff 

from the diet and see if symp-
toms disappear. If mycotoxins 
are present, the feedstuff can 
often be fed at a diluted rate 
and/or with approved feed ad-
ditives. Dilute the suspected 
feed by starting with a small 
amount, gradually increase 
the proportion, and observe 
animal behavior and health 
closely. Allow animals to sort 
through the hay and reject 
molded forage, and then re-
move the rejected forage. 

In summary
Most molds are harmless — 

not producing known myco-
toxins. Many of the commonly 
diagnosed mycotoxins are pro-
duced in the fi eld prior to har-
vest. The physical dust prob-
lem associated with moldy for-
age can be reduced by ensiling, 
mixing with a high-moisture 
feed or wetting the hay, but 
these actions will not reduce 
mycotoxins if present.

— Marsing resident Scott 
Jensen is the University of 
Idaho Owyhee County Exten-
sion educator. He welcomes 
questions on livestock care. 
The U of I Owyhee County 
Extension offi ce is located at 
238 8th Ave. W., in Marsing 
and can be reached at (208) 
896-4104. Contact him at 
scottj@uidaho.edu. 

Rains bring moldy forage concerns to Owyhee farmers

Have a 
news tip?

Call us!

337-4681

Today
Massage 
8 a.m., to 1 p.m., $15 for 15 minutes, appointments 
necessary. Homedale Senior Center, 224 W. Idaho 
Ave., Homedale. (208) 337-3020 

Ladies coffee group 
9 a.m., Homedale Senior Center, 224 W. Idaho 
Ave., Homedale. (208) 337-3020 

Food distribution
9 a.m. to 1 p.m., for Marsing residents only. The 
HUB food pantry, 205 8th Ave. W., Marsing. (208) 
649-5411

Bingo 
10 a.m., Homedale Senior Center, 224 W. Idaho 
Ave., Homedale. (208) 337-3020 

Labor Dept. bilingual employment services 
Noon to 4 p.m., Gypsy Jackson Memorial Library, 
121 W. Owyhee Ave., Homedale. (208) 364-
7781 or canyoncountymail@labor.idaho.gov for 
appointment or information. 

Thursday 
Fit and Fall class 
10 a.m., free, Melba Valley Senior Center, 115 Base 
Line Rd, Melba. (208) 495-2168 

Fit and Fall Proof exercise class 
10 a.m., to 11 a.m., free, old Marsing High School 
gym, 800 Main St., Marsing. (208) 296-0847 

Summer reading program 
10 a.m., to 11 a.m., Steel Legacy Honey visit, 
Gypsy Jackson Memorial Library, 121 W. Owyhee 
Ave., Homedale. 

Fit and Fall exercise 
10:30 a.m., Homedale Senior Center, 224 W. Idaho 
Ave., Homedale. (208) 337-3020 

Way to go, IDAHO! summer reading session 
10:30 a.m., Eastern Owyhee County Library, 520 
Boise Ave., Grand View. (208) 834-2785 

Food bank drop off 
1 p.m., to 3 p.m., (weather permitting; holidays 
could change date), Jordan Valley Lions Hall, 902 
Bassett St. (U.S. Hwy. 95), Jordan Valley. (541) 
889-9206 or (541) 586-2562 

Friday 
Food bank distribution 
8 a.m., to 10 a.m., First Presbyterian Church, 320 
N. 6th St., Homedale. (208) 473-9331 

Top Hat Market 
3 p.m., to 7 p.m., Bette Uda City Park, 200 E. Idaho 
Ave., Homedale. Information: markettophat@
gmail.com; registration: https://www.markettophat.
com/vendor-information 

STEM Night in the Park 
5 p.m., ‘Make homemade bubbles’, Bette Uda City 
Park, 204 E. Idaho Ave., Homedale. 

Alcoholics Anonymous 
7 p.m., Sandbar Community Room, City Hall, 18 
Sandbar Ave., Marsing. (208) 860-9674 

Saturday 
Free lunch 
11:30 a.m., First Presbyterian Church, 320 N. 6th 
St. W., Homedale. (208) 303-7414 

San Juan Eguna Basque Festival 
2 p.m. Mus tournament; 5 p.m. gates open; 6 p.m., 
to 7:30 p.m. dance/music performances; 7:30 p.m. 
games; free, Txoko Ona Basque Center, 333 S. 
Main St., Homedale. Information: txokoona.org/
san-juan-eguna 

Sunday 
Catholic Mass 
1 p.m., Our Lady Of Tears chapel, Silver City

Monday
Board of County Commissioners meeting 
9 a.m., Owyhee County Courthouse, 20381 State 
Hwy. 78, Murphy. (208) 495-2421 

Vacation Bible School 
Registration, 8:30 a.m., to 9 a.m.; VBS, 9 a.m., to 11:30 
a.m., pre-K through 4th-graders, Homedale Friends 
Community Church, 17434 Hwy. 95, Wilder

Opal Nash Story Time 
10 a.m., Gypsy Jackson Memorial Library, 121 W. 
Owyhee Ave., Homedale. 

Tuesday
Vacation Bible School 
9 a.m., to 11:30 a.m., pre-K through 4th-graders, 
Homedale Friends Community Church, 17434 
Hwy. 95, Wilder. 

Fit and Fall class 
10 a.m., free, Melba Valley Senior Center, 115 Base 
Line Rd, Melba. (208) 495-2168 

Fit and Fall Proof exercise class 
10 a.m., to 11 a.m., free, old Marsing High School 
gym, 800 Main St., Marsing. (208) 296-0847 

Fit and Fall exercise 
10:30 a.m., Homedale Senior Center, 224 W. Idaho 
Ave., Homedale. (208) 337-3020 

Region III assistance assessments 
Noon to 3 p.m., appointments necessary, Lizard 
Butte Library, 111 3rd Ave. W., Marsing. (208) 
495-5688 
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Wishes to inform the public of the availability of its telephone services 
which are offered in rural portions of Harney County,
Malheur County, Oregon and Owyhee County, Idaho.

Oregon-Idaho’s local service area includes the Oregon exchanges of 
Jordan Valley (prefix 541/586), Adrian (541/724) and Ridgeview 
(541/339) and the South Mountain (208/583) exchange in Idaho. 
Monthly service rates within these areas vary, depending on service 

location, and  range from:

$11.65 to $20.05 plus $6.50 federal end user 
charge for residential service, and

$23.35 to $34.85 plus $6.50 federal end user 
charge for single line business service.

These rates include unlimited calling within the defined local areas, 
access to 911 services, access to operator services and directory as-

sistance, and interexchange carrier access. 

For information on our services or to place an order for service, 
contact the Oregon-Idaho Utilities, Inc., business office at:

(800) 624-0082

Low income individuals eligible for the Lifeline and Link-up assistance 
programs may be eligible for discounts from these basic service rates 

through the Oregon and Idaho telephone assistance programs and may 
also receive toll call blocking service without charge.

OREGON-IDAHO 
UTILITIES, INC.

PRIME PLUMBING
FOR ALL OF YOUR PLUMBING 

SERVICE NEEDS!

$4000 Coupon!
Please Show Your Plumber 
Upon Service Date and Your 

Discount Will Be Applied.
(This Offer Is Not To Be Added With 

Any Additional Coupons/ Sales.)

SEPTIC

SERVICE
-

WATER FILTRATION & 
SOFTENING SPECIALISTS

Summer menu

Senior menus
Homedale Senior Center

Phone ahead (208) 337-3020 to order
Dessert is included in curbside lunch

Milk amd roll/bread available each day
June 21: Hamburger on bun, fries and baked beans, carrot 

salad   
June 22: Pork roast, mashed potatoes and gravy, Brussels 

sprouts      
June 27: Country fried steak, mashed potatoes and gravy, 

broccoli 
June 28: Bacon and egg potato bake, mixed vegetables 

Sandbar Community Room, Marsing
Noon to 12:30 p.m., inside Marsing City Hall

Milk available each day
Suggested donation: $4 (60 and older), $6 (59 and younger)
June 21: Salmon with hollandaise over rice, winter vegetables, 

baby carrots, pineapple, whole wheat roll 
June 23:  BBQ pork sandwich, whole wheat bun, corn, 

applesauce 
June 26: Tuna casserole, green beans, stewed tomatoes, 

Mandarin oranges, whole wheat roll   
June 28: Cranberry meatballs over rice, peas, baby carrots, 

tropical fruit, cornbread

Rimrock Senior Center
All meals are served with milk & fruit juice

Curbside pickup from 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
or delivery only. 

 Call (208) 834-2922 as early as possible to place order
June 22: Chicken fried steak, mashed potato and gravy, green 

salad, spring vegetables, fruit cocktail, cottage cheese, apple pie 
June 27: French dipped sandwich, whole wheat bread, 

macaroni and cheese, vegetables, fruit salad, yogurt, pudding
June 29: Beef goulash, cheese, noodles, green salad, cottage 

cheese, whole wheat roll, tropical fruit

Melba Valley Senior Center
Meals served at noon (Salad bar at 11:30 a.m.)

Phone ahead (208) 495-2168 same day for complete menu
Payment by donation. All ages welcome

June 22: Baked ziti 
June 27: Breakfast for lunch — Biscuits and gravy
June 29: Teriyaki chicken

Marsing
  Served through July 27th at two locations:

Marsing City Park 11:15 a.m., to noon
Marsing Housing Authority 12:15 p.m., to 1 p.m

1% white milk or fat-free chocolate TruMoo milk served 
each day

June 21: Beef and cheese burrito, baby carrot sticks with 
ranch, sliced pears

June 22: Chicken nuggets, whole grain breadstick, caulifl ower, 
applesauce

June 26: Turkey and cheese sandwich, Doritos, baby carrot 
sticks with ranch, sliced apples

June 27: Chicken-fried steak sandwich, tots, orange wedges
June 28: PB&J sandwich, caulifl ower, Craisins

85º 56º
.33

77º 56º
.00

77º 49º
.00

81º 50º
.00

80º 59º
.00

73º 55º
.05

84º 61º
.00

82º 60º 82º 54º 86º 57º 88º 58º

73º 
45º

Mostly 
sunny

Today Thu Fri Sat Sun

84º 57º

Mon

85º 58º

Tue

M
s

Tod

June 13 June 14 June 15 June 16 June 17 June 18 June 19

— Information compiled from the National Weather Service, Bureau of Reclamation, Natural Resources Conservation 
Service and Helena Chemical in Homedale.

Water report
   The Bureau of Reclamation website showed 
that the Owyhee Reservoir was 80 percent full 
and that water was fl owing in the Owyhee River 
above the reservoir at Rome, Ore., at a rate of 

1,163 cubic feet per second. Water is fl owing 
out at Nyssa, Ore., at a rate of 174 cubic feet per 
second. The reservoir held 571,984 acre-feet of 
water on Monday.

Benefi t page 
established 
after woman 
dies in Boise

A crowdfunding effort has 
been launched to help pay 
fi nal expenses of a Homedale 
woman killed while walking 
in Boise.

Jestine Burt, 23, died at 
Saint Alphonsus Regional 
Medical Center about 2½ 
hours after she was struck by 
a motorist while walking near 
the intersection of Cloverdale 
and Ustick Roads late on the 
night of June 10.

A GoFundMe page “In 
Loving Memory of Jestine” 
has been started to help pay 
funeral costs and support and 
care for the woman’s infant 
son.

Nearly $13,000 had been 
cont r ibuted  by  Monday 
morning. The original goal 
was $10,000.

According to the Ada County 
Coroner’s Offi ce, Burt was hit 
at approximately 11:50 p.m., on 
June 10. She died of blunt force 
injuries at 2:26 a.m., on June 
11 after life-saving measures in 
the hospital’s operating room 
were unsuccessful.

Coroner Richard D. Riffl e 
ruled the manner of death an 
accident, and the Boise Police 
investigated the case.

— JPB 

Another summer of Catholic 
Masses is scheduled at the Our 
Lady of Tears chapel in Silver 
City.

The season begins at 1 p.m., 
on Sunday.

Each Mass will be held at 
1 p.m. Three other Masses are 
planned — July 24, Aug. 27, 
and Sept. 17.

According to the Friends of 
Our Lady of Tears newsletter, 
celebrants  haven’t  been 
announced, but it’s possible 
Boise Diocese Bishop Peter 

Christensen could make his 
annual trip to the historic 
mining town in September.

Attendees are encouraged to 
bring a picnic to enjoy a day in 
Silver City for each Mass.

The Friends group seeks 
prizes — preferably made 
of silver — for its annual 
Silver Dollars for Silver City 
fundraiser raffl e to accompany 
the giveaway of pre-1900 
Morgan silver dollars. Call St. 
Paul’s at (208) 466-7031 for 
more information.

Proceeds will go toward a 
project to put new siding on 
the chapel. All authorizations 
have been secured from 
Owyhee County and the 
county’s Historic Preservation 
Committee to shore up aging 
exterior walls and bring new, 
historically correct wooden 
siding to the building.

Kathy Hawkins, sister of Silver 
City winter watchman Dave 
Wilper, donated handmade altar 
linens — including a new set of 
purifi cators and corporals. 

Catholic Mass returns to Silver City
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WE HAVE YOUR SPRING OUTDOOR PROJECTS COVERED!

SPRINKLERS
IRRIGATION

LAWN & GARDEN
SPRAYS

PEST CONTROL
POTTING SOIL

FERTILIZER

(208) 337-5588 
328 Hwy 95  
Homedale

Open 8 am - 5 pm Monday - Friday
 Saturday 8 am - 4 pm

ROLL FENCING
ROUND POSTS

WE NOW CARRY 
SELECT 

PURINA PET & 
LIVESTOCK FEED 

24113 Homedale Rd.  Wilder, ID  83676
OPEN Late June to end of September 

Follow us on Facebook and Instagram for 
updates & current produce list! 

@theshedatgarrettranches

Fresh Local Orchard Fruit and Garden Produce
FRESH RIPE CHERRIES
&  MUCH, MUCH MORE!

The highlight of the golf 
tournament might have been 
the money raised for The Rock 
of Homedale.

But former Homedale schools 
principal Luci Asumendi had a 
milestone of her own Friday 
at River Bend Golf Course 
outside Wilder.

Asumendi used an 8-iron 
to knock in a hole-in-one on 
the 125-yard par-3 12th hole at 
River Bend.

The ace was the first for 
Asumendi, who played with 
her grandchildren and her 
granddaughter’s fi ance’.

“I hit an 8-iron and thought it 
was too long, and as I watched 
the ball roll on the green, and 
disappear, I wasn’t quite sure 
what to think … certainly I 
didn’t think it went in the hole, 
until my grandkids said, quite 
loudly, ‘Muma, I think you 
got a hole-in-one,’ ” Asumendi 
said.

The ruckus got the attention 
of other participants in the 
tournament.

“After that, it was quite 
surreal. Brett, Ryan, and Jim 
Ryska came running over so 
excited to congratulate me,” 
she said.

The Garretts — Gregg, 
Randee, Hailee, and Ryan 
— were in the group behind 
Asumendi’s foursome. Gregg 

and his son captured the 
milestone with photos.

“It was my fi rst hole-in-one 
and completely unexpected,” 

Asumendi said. “A fun day 
for a good cause, and playing 
with my grandkids was really 
special.”

Asumendi played with her 
grandson Jaxson Kent, her 
granddaughter Emily Civian, 
and Emily’s fiance’ Aujha 
Case.

Proceeds from the tournament 
were to be earmarked for 
capital improvements at the 
non-denominational Christian 
youth center, but co-organizer 
Kathy Deal announced prior to 
the tournament Friday that The 
Rock received a $4,600 property 
tax bill. The last bill was the fi rst 
time the building was taxed as 
an improvement on the East 
Owyhee Avenue parcel.

The longest drive contest 
was held on No. 10, and golfers 
tried to get closest to the pin 
on No. 2.

Tournament sponsors in-
cluded Asumendi Account-
ing, Elite International Soc-
cer, The Evans Group, Ideal 
Custom Homes, Farm Bureau 
Insurance, Rock Bottom Dairy, 
Simplot, SKB Cattle, Stella’s 
Ice Cream, SunPro, Realtor 
Tracy Grove, and Visions.

— Gregg Garrett provided 
context for Asumendi’s hole-
in-one.

— Ed.

Golfer knocks in hole-in-one at benefi t tournament

From left: Aujha Case, Jaxson Kent, Emily Civian and Luci Asumendi celebrate Luci’s fi rst 
hole-in-one Friday at River Bend Golf Course. Photo by Gregg Garrett

County’s largest city added 
247 residents (2,882 to 3,129) 
in that timeframe.

The largest growth in that 
span was between 2021 and 
2022 when Homedale gained 
124 new residents (4.1 percent 
growth).

The population growth 
led Homedale Fire District 
officials to approach the 
Board of Owyhee County 
Commissioners for support in 
charging impact fees. County 
commissioners gave informal 

support to the idea during their 
June 12 meeting.

Meanwhile, Marsing Rural 
Fire District already gets 
revenue from impact fees in 
Canyon County. The growth 
within the district led to the 
construction of the second fi re 
station across the Snake River 
from Marsing.

The City of Marsing saw 
relatively modest growth in the 
same time period. According 
to Census fi gures, population 
growth was stagnant between 

2021 and 2022 after the city 
added 38 residents between 
April 1, 2020 and July 1, 
2021. The growth marked a 
3.1 percent rise from 1,222 
residents to 1,260.

The City of Grand View’s 
population has grown 4.8 
percent in the same time frame, 
with all but one of the 21 new 
residents moving into the city 
limits between April 1, 2020 
and July 1, 2021.

The town grew in size from 
441 in 2020 to 462 by July 1, 

2022.
There  are  no speci f ic 

populat ion numbers  for 
Murphy and Bruneau.

But Owyhee County’s overall 
population has grown 4.5 
percent (gaining 535 residents) 
since 2014.

The county population at 
the last Census was 12,133, 
reflecting an additional 310 
residents (2.6 percent) since 
2019. The county has gained 
660 new residents since 2010 
(5.7 percent growth).

Owyhee County’s population 
in April 2000 was listed at 
11,526, and that fi gure dropped 
a half of percentage point over 
the next decade.

Growth in the past 20 years 
is at a 5.3 percent clip (a net 
gain of 607 residents).

Owyhee County’s population 
dipped to 11,288 in 2014 (a 2.1 
percent decline since 2000), 
but has rebounded to steadily 
rise each year since 2016.

The county’s Hispanic 
population grew steadily 
between 2000 (2,979) and 
2017 before leveling off at 
3,046 in 2018 and 2019.

The county’s median age has 
grown 3.3 years to 39.3 years 
of age since April 2000.

The county’s population 
was 6,372 in 1969 and 8,079 
six years later. The county 
topped the next milestone with 
9,123 residents in 1994 and 
then jumped to five figures 
just three years later (10,110 
in 1997). The county took six 
years to cross over to 11,033 in 
2003 then surpassed 12,000 17 
years later. 

— JPB

√ Population: Owyhee County sees 5.7 percent more people since 2010

From page 1



County Division of Motor Vehicles 
services were still available in Marsing 
and Grand View last Wednesday. 
County Clerk Angie Barkell reminded 
folks that court business could be 
carried out at the magistrate office 
inside Homedale City Hall.

Not everyone supported the closure 
idea.

One Murphy resident said they were 
“fi red up” about the closure because it 
deprived residents on the Idaho 51 end 
of the county (Grand View, Bruneau, 
and points south including the Duck 
Valley Indian Reservation) the ability 
to do business after possibly traveling 
an open highway only to fi nd a closed 
courthouse. 

Barkel l  said the majori ty of 
courthouse employees commutes from 
west of Murphy, and Reynolds Creek 
Road was mud-covered and a drive on 
that alternate route would have been 
treacherous.

“Reynolds Creek (Road) was … too 
far, and with the threat of storms, we 
didn’t know what the condition of the 

road could be,” she said.
“… (At) every low spot and every 

draw, water had been all over the road 

all the way from Black Mountain to 
Bailey Road.”

The timing of the flooding also 
required patience.

“We didn’t know the condition of 
the road,” Barkell said. “We had to 
wait for daytime hours to see what it 
looked like.”

Barkell said a few employees made 
it to the courthouse, but most business 
was done by forwarding phone calls 
to satellite offi ces. She sent one of her 
court clerks to Homedale to help deputy 
clerk Aiesha Zenor with any infl ux of 
business.

The decision to close the courthouse 
was made swiftly because of the need 
to get permission, too, Barkell said.

“In order to close the courtroom, we 
have to get a judicial order from the 
administrative judge in Third District, 
and that takes time,” she said. 

— JPB 
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√ Washout: ITD had road open to traffi c by late Wednesday afternoon

√ Rodeo: Local competitors leave their mark on state high school fi nals

From page 1

Floodwaters eroded the roadbed and put several inches of sediment on Idaho 
highway 78. OCSO photo

An Idaho Transportation 
Department crew worked 
frantically to get the highway 
back into driving shape last 
Wednesday. OCSO photo

for horsemanship, personal 
interview, impromptu, and 
written test.

The national competition 
will take place at the world’s 
largest rodeo featuring more 
than 1,700 cowboys and 
cowgirls from 44 states, fi ve 
Canadian provinces, Australia, 
Mexico and New Zealand.

The Castleford High School 
incoming senior is class 
president and FFA chapter 
vice-president, and she’s active 
in volleyball and basketball.

She also competes in high 
school rodeo in girls’ cutting, 
reined cow horse, breakaway 
roping, and team roping. 

As part of the FFA, she raises 
market steers for her county 
fair.

The District 6 queen isn’t the 
fi rst person from her family to 
wear the state crown.

Brackett follows in the 
footsteps of  her  mother 
Kimberly (Williams) Brackett, 
who 30 years earlier won the 
title of Idaho High School 
Rodeo Queen and placed in 
the top 10 at the national fi nals 
in Gillette.

It’s possible that they are 
the only mother-daughter duo 
as Idaho High School Rodeo 
queens.

It’s defi nite that Katie won’t 
be the only Brackett competing 
in Gillette next month.

Chantry Brackett won the 
girls’ cutting state championship 
to qualify for nationals. 
During the state rodeo at the 
Bannock County Fairgrounds 
in Pocatello, Chantry was 
runner-up in two go-rounds, 
and she won the average for 
the state championship. She 
will be a senior at Kimberly 
High School.

Castleford High School 
graduate Will Brackett accepted 
$1,350 in scholarships from 
the Idaho High School Rodeo 
Association Committee and 
Simplot during a ceremony 
after the June 10 short go.

Will won the boys’ cutting 
state championship last year. 
He fi nished eighth this year 
and is eligible to compete in 
the Silver State International 
Rodeo, which starts next 
Wednesday in Winnemucca, 
Nev.

Clockwise from above: 
Three Creek’s Will Brackett 
shows off his scholarships. 
Photo by Paula Brackett 

H o m e d a l e ’s  K i n s e y 
Blankenship waves after being 
crowned District 5 queen.

Blankenship’s  d i s t r ic t 
championship buckles for 
breakaway roping and queen. 
Submitted photos
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Avalanche Sports

HHS assistant leads 
Team Idaho 14Us

Tour of Idaho triple crown winner 
Wynn Watson is the youngest of four 
Homedale wrestlers competing with 

Team Idaho north of Salt Lake City.
Homedale coach Joe Egusquiza leads 

the 14U batch of Idaho wrestlers during 
the Western States series of tournaments 
at the Legacy Events Center. The action 
started Sunday and ends Tuesday.

Other Homedale wrestlers on the 

scene in Farmington, Utah, include 14U 
athletes Porter Swan and Micah Higley, 
and 12U wrestler Hunter Bell.

The series of tournaments include 
Western States Turf Wars, and Western 
State Championships for Greco-Roman, 
freestyle and folkstyle.

Handful of Homedale wrestlers travel to Utah

WRESTLING RECAP
Homedale youth captures triple crown

State titles 
highlight season

Wynn Watson is an ap-
propriately named young 
wrestler.

The Homedale boy fi nished 
off a rare hat trick in Idaho 
youth wrestling, collecting 
championships at all three 
Tour of Idaho Tournaments.

In mid-March, he won the 
Cradle for the Cure to wrap 
up the Tour of Idaho triple 
crown.

Now, he’s in the Salt Lake 
City area with a couple oth-
er Homedale wrestlers and 
Team Idaho for a series of 
national tournaments.

In the winter, Watson was 
the only wrestler statewide in 
the 5- to 6-year-old age group 
to win all three Tour of Idaho 
championships, including the 
Snake River Rumble in Idaho 
Falls on Jan. 27-28, and the 
Rumble in the South in Bur-
ley on March 3-4.

Wrestling at 58 pounds, 
he was one of only 15 Ida-
ho wrestlers ranging from 
his age group through high 
school divisions to win all 
three championships last 
season.

He continued his cham-
pionship streak on April 1, 
taking the crown for his age 
group at the Idaway State 
Championships in Idaho 
Falls.

Several Homedale youth 
wrestlers also came home 
with state medals:

• Macie Ensley, 5-6, 40-
pound champion

• Maddix Ensley, 7-8, 52 
champion

• Hunter Bell, 11-12, 147 
runner-up

• Mason Ensley, 5-6, 40 
third place

• Ace Wright, 9-10, 71 fi fth 
place

Watson was named the 
5-6 division’s outstanding 
wrestler and won the 58-
pound title during the district 
tournament in Middleton on 
March 25.

Other Homedale medal-
ists:

• Hunter Bell, 11-12, 147 
champion

• Macie Ensley, 5-6, 40 
champion

• Maddix Ensley, 7-8, 52 
champion

• Ace Wright, 9-10, 71 
runner-up

• Mason Ensley, 5-6, 40 
third place

• Nolan Aitchison, 5-6, 62 
third

• Karson Earles, 5-6, 37 
fourth

• Tuff Coopersmith, 5-6, 
52 fourth

Marsing at Idaway
Marsing medalists were 

listed on TrackWrestling.com 

in the Idaway state champi-
onship results:

• Jaxon Sawyer, 9-10, 115 
champion

• Taylor Izzard, 11-12, 72 
third

• Tristan Izzard, 13-14, 
187 third

• German Martinez, 11-12, 
112 fourth

• Kayla Martinez, 7-8, 68 
fourth

• Artemio Diaz, 7-8, heavy-
weight fourth

Wynn Watson shows off the three trophies he won for taking down the Idaho youth wrestling 
triple crown this year. Submitted photo

Trojans 
schedule 
Sandpoint 
rematch 
up north

Homedale High School’s 
football team is heading north 
for another non-conference 
challenge in the fall.

The Trojans released their 
2023 schedule last week, and 
a return trip to face Class 4A 
Sandpoint is on the books for 
Saturday, Sept. 16.

Homedale will have a new 
season-opening opponent, 
too, as Filer visits for an Aug. 
25 contest at Deward Bell 
Stadium.

Other non-conference games 
include Sept. 1 on the road 
against Gooding, and Sept.8 at 
home against Baker, Ore.

The Trojans start their 
quest for a fi fth consecutive 
3A Snake  River  Val ley 
conference championship with 
Homecoming on Sept. 22 
against Parma.

Other  3A SRV games 
include Sept. 29 at Payette, 
Senior Night on Oct. 6 against 
Weiser and road games against 
Fruitland (Oct. 13) and McCall-
Donnelly (Oct. 20).

The junior varsity schedule 
includes three doubleheaders 
with the varsity against Filer, 
Gooding and McCall. The 
Trojans JV plays host to Melba 
on Thursday, Sept. 14 in the 
only variation to the varsity 
opponents.

HHS duo 
named 
All-State

Two Homedale High School 
softball players are back on the 
Class 3A All-State team.

Trojans pitcher Dani Sitts 
and shortstop Olivia Asumendi 
landed on the fi rst-team list for 
the second straight season.

Class 3A coaches from 
around Idaho vote on the 
honor.

The two Trojans standouts 
were f i rs t - teamers  af ter 
leading Homedale to the state 
championship as sophomores 
in 2022.
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Looking back...
from the fi les of The Owyhee Avalanche and Owyhee Chronicle

50 years ago25 years ago 155 years ago

June 24, 1998

Foundation takes over Silver City school
Six board members of the Historic Silver 

City Foundation Inc. and the superintendent of 
the Melba School District pose in front of the 
Silver City School House on June 13. The board 
members are, from left, Tracy Silver, Marty 
Peterson, Glenn O’Dell, Paul Nettleton, Melba 
Superintendent Joe James, Grant Danner and 
Jerry Hoagland.

Historic Silver City Foundation incorporates
Ownership of the Silver City School House 

building was transferred over to the Historic 
Silver City Foundation, Inc. on June 13.

The foundation is comprised of members of 
the Owyhee Cattlemen’s Association, the Melba 
School District Board of Trustees and Silver City 
homeowners. Earlier this year, the group signed 
a letter of incorporation and drew up bylaws to 
establish the foundation, which has as its goal 
the restoration of the school building.

Two years ago, the OCA asked the Board 
of Owyhee County Commissioners to ask the 
school district to consider giving the old school 
house building to the county to be maintained as 
a public building. Presently the OCA leases the 
building for its annual convention. The second 
fl oor of the structure has been home to the School 
House Museum since 1961.

Bruneau snail endangered status affi rmed
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service last week 

affi rmed that its 1993 decision to list the Bruneau 
hot springsnail as endangered under the Federal 
Endangered Species act was appropriate.

In a court-ordered reconsideration of the listing 
decision, the Service reviewed all information 
used in the original decision and new information 
that has become available since then, including 
comments submitted during three public comment 
periods between September 1995 and June 1997.

The federal government maintains that the snail 
has suffered from the reduction of thermal spring 
habitats by agricultural-related groundwater 
withdrawal and pumping.

Sarceda graduates cum laude
Gayle Sarceda, daughter of Fred and Sandy 

Sarceda of Homedale, was among those receiving 
a bachelor of science degree from Eastern Oregon 
University on June 13, 1998. She graduated in 
Agricultural Business Management with a 
minor in Crop and Soil Science. Her degree was 
granted cum laude, an honor reserved for students 
maintaining a 3.5 grade-point average or better 
during their years at college.

June 21, 1973

4H MEMBERS attending Idaho 4-H club congress 
at the University of Idaho, Moscow, were, from left, 
Beverly Hansten, Owyhee County Extension Home 
economist, Barbie Lahtinen, and Pam Holbrook, 
Bruneau; Diana Dines, Marsing; Sheila Huter, 
Homedale; Ann Black, Bruneau; Bob Rathbone and 
Elizabeth Lootens, Marsing.

Offi cials attend Gem cities confab at Lewiston
Mayor George Murray, Councilman Kenne Metzer, 

and City Clerk Vivian Lillie and their families 
attended the Association of Idaho Cities 26th annual 
convention at Lewiston Thursday to Saturday.

Mayor Murray was elected to the board of directors 
at the Saturday business meeting.

He also served on the nominating committee and on 
the 1973 policy-resolutions committee for Districts 
3 and 4.

City celebration seeks widescale participation
Homedale Jaycees with the support of the 

Homedale Chamber of Commerce has started plans 
for a hometown July 4th celebration for public 
participation and enjoyment at Riverside Park.

Tentative plans schedule the festivities to get 
underway at 3 p.m., Wednesday, July 4, with sack 
races, horseshoe tosses, three-legged races and a 
variety of other games for community participation.

A chicken barbecue is planned for the supper hour, 
5:30 to 7 p.m., with more games to follow.

Later in the evening the Homedale Marching Band 
will put on a marching and drill exhibition. Grand 
fi nale of the day will be the aerial fi reworks display 
to be held at the athletic stadium.

Tickets for the dinner will go on sale this week end 
with adults, $1.25; children under 12, 75¢. 

Jaycees urge everyone to plan now to attend 
Homedale’s 4th of July celebration, and to invite 
relatives and friends for a day of fun at home. —Dean 
Gray, reporter.

Legion Auxiliary installs offi cers, name delegates
The American Legion Auxiliary installed offi cers 

for the ensuing year at its June meeting. Polly 
Grimes, president for the past two years, installed 
the following: Florence Paxton, president; Bonnie 
Yorgensen, vice president; Verda Johnston, historian; 
Edna Olsen, secretary-treasurer; Norma Pegram, 
chaplain; Alice George, sergeant-at-arms.

Mmes. Grimes and Olsen were appointed auditing 
committee to audit books for retiring secretary-
treasurer, Dora Upton.

Mmes. Paxton, Grimes, Yorgensen, and Olsen 
were chosen delegates to the department convention 
at Salmon the latter part of July. Mmes. Nona 
Jackson, Pegram, Johnston and Upton were named 
alternates.

Mrs. Paxton presented a gift to Mrs. Grimes, junior 
past president, in appreciation of her services as 
president.

June 20, 1868

FROM THE OWYHEE FERRY.—We were favored 
with a call from Mr. Lockwood, of the Owyhee Ferry, 
this week. He has made a new grade on this side of the 
river at a cost of over a thousand dollars, so that now 
freight teams experience no diffi culty in getting up 
the hill. The water is about six feet above low water 
mark. Mr. Lockwood has a mowing machine running 
at the river, and informs us that he will cut about one 
hundred tons of hay this year.

THE WOODSTOCK COMPANY are now down 
forty feet in their north shaft, below the tunnel level. 
At that depth the quartz is about three feet in width 
and looks richer than ever. Seventy-fi ve tons of the 
ore are being hauled to the Upper Sinker mill, and 
we will doubtless be able to report a large return of 
bullion.

IMPROVEMENTS.—Now that all classes of 
business are assuming a permanency in consequence 
of the known richness of our mines, our citizens are 
making costly and substantial improvements. A row 
of splendid fi re-proof buildings will soon be erected 
on Maize’s Point, west side of Washington Street, 
commencing near where Blake’s Assay Offi ce is at 
present situated. Tho’s Cole, Jr., & Co. are actively 
engaged in grading for the purpose of building a 
large fi re-proof, sixty feet deep and cut stone front 
of ninety feet. It will most likely be fi nished inside 
of three months, and will be occupied by Tho’s Cole, 
Jr., & Co.’s Bank, Wells, Fargo & Co.’s Express 
Offi ce, Tho’s Ewing & Co.’s wholesale and retail 
store, and Jos. A Rupert’s drug store. Immediately 
south of this, Blake & Co. will also put up a large 
assay offi ce, the same style of fi re-proof; and still 
further south in the same row, W. B. Crane is 
preparing to build a similar fi re-proof, forty by sixty. 
Taken all in all, these buildings will doubtless be 
the largest and best of the kind in the Territory, and 
will greatly add to the importance of the Ruby end 
of Silver City.

On corner of Washington and Second Streets, 
Wm. H. Dewey has raised his two buildings several 
feet above their former level, and is building a solid 
stone foundation underneath, which he intends shall 
be a fi re-proof. In fact, people who invest largely 
in building are unwilling to take the chances on 
anything except fi re-proofs, clearly foreseen that in 
all probability a fi re will lay the wooden buildings 
in ashes.

Messr’s. Harmon & Marshall are putting up a 
large two-story building on Jordan Street; the lower 
story, which will be below the level of the street, 
will constitute a wagon and carriage making shop, 
and the upper story a blacksmith shop. All along the 
east side of Jordan Creek houses are being erected, 
mostly for family residences. Before Winter sets 
in again our town will be increased by the addition 
of several million feet of lumber in the shape of 
buildings of various kinds, and will then present 
quite a respectable appearance for a mountain 
town.

CITY HOTEL.—Maurer & Stumpp have now 
taken hold of this popular house and are running it 
in good shape. They make it known in our column of 
new ad’s, this week. These gentlemen are determined 
not be excelled in the hotel business, and we can 
recommend them to public patronage.



Page 12 Wednesday, June 21, 2023

Commentary

— See Alzheimer’s, Page 13

From Washington

Local offi ce
350 N. 9th St., Ste. 302
Boise, ID 83702
Phone — (208) 342-7985
Fax — (208) 343-2458
Washington, D.C., offi ce
483 Russell Senate Offi ce Bldg.
Washington, DC 20510  
Phone — (202) 224-2752 
Fax — (202) 224-2573
E-mail — http://risch.senate.gov/public/index.
cfm?p=Email

U.S. Sen. Jim Risch
Republican (term expires 2026)

U.S. Sen. Mike Crapo
Republican (term expires 2028)

Local offi ce
251 E. Front St., Ste. 205
Boise, ID 83702
Phone — (208) 334-1776
Fax — (208) 334-9044
Washington, D.C., offi ce
239 Dirksen Senate Building 
Washington, DC 20510  
Phone — (202) 224-6142 
Fax — (202) 228-1375
E-mail — http://crapo.senate.gov/contact/email.cfm

Montana-based syndicated editorial cartoonist Barry McWilliams passed away in August 2021. The 
McWilliams Estate has given The Owyhee Avalanche permission to publish his cartoon. McWilliams’ 
cartoons appeared in more than 1,500 newspapers, and he visited hundreds of elementary schools 
teaching children to draw.

JP Doodles

Jason Mercier
Mountain States Policy Center

Jason Mercier joined the Mountain States Policy 
Center in late April as free market think tank’s 
vice president and director of 
research.

MSPC president and CEO 
Chris Cargill says Mercier is one 
of the nation’s top budget and 
tax analysts.

Mercier has two decades of 
experience with free market 
think tanks, working with the 
Washington Policy Center and 
the Freedom Foundation.

He is a Fellow with the national Better Cities 
Project and a member of the State Tax Advisory 
Board for the Tax Foundation.

Fifteen years ago, he worked with Washington 
state lawmaker’s to create the government’s budget 
transparency website.

About Mountain States Policy Center
Founded in 2022, Mountain States Policy Center 

is based in Boise and Coeur d’Alene, and is an 
independent think tank that believes in providing 
research and recommendations to lawmakers, the 
media and the public, based on facts — not emotion. 
Harnessing the power of publications, conferences 
and video events, MSPC brings forward free market 
solutions to our region’s biggest challenges and will 
be a watchdog to improve government transparency 
and effectiveness. Our mission is to empower those in 
the Mountain States to succeed through non-partisan, 
quality research that promotes free enterprise, 
individual liberty and limited government. 

Homedale resident Oscar Evans is on the board 
of directors.

Learn more at mountainstatespolicy.org.

Mtn. States 
Policy Center

Steps to leave 
behind rhetoric 
in policy debate

Recently too much of what passes as a public policy 
debate in our country could instead be confused for 
an episode of Survivor. While politics, name-calling, 
and resorting to partisan labels may make for good 
TV, it rarely results in good policy.

While the Mountain States Policy Center doesn’t 
shy away from our belief in individualism and the 
power of hard work and innovation and that free 
markets have allowed us to thrive, we know the 
importance that fact-based research and thoughtful 
debate have on the development of good policy.

To help tone down some of the rhetoric and refocus 
the conversation in a constructive way, here is a 
checklist that can be used to analyze policy:

• Read source details. To fully understand what a 
bill, study, or court ruling says, it is best to go directly 
to the source and read the full details. Nuance and 
important factors can too easily be missed if relying 
on summaries and talking points.

• Analyze citations. Footnotes and source links 
are more than a requirement from our past term 
papers. Looking up the details relied on in a report 

— See Policy, Page 13

In recognition of June as Alzheimer’s and Brain 
Awareness Month, we had the opportunity through a 
Congressional Record Statement to honor Idahoans 
and their families fi ghting this dreaded disease. We pay 
tribute to all those affected by Alzheimer’s as we also 
express gratitude to the advocates in our communities 
working hard to advance Alzheimer’s research and 
other important efforts that are making progress in 
fi ghting this disease and supporting families dealing 
with Alzheimer’s. We continue to work to ensure 
federal policies enable, not discourage, innovators to 
quickly bring their life-saving discoveries to market 
in the fi ght against Alzheimer’s. 

The following is our Congressional Record 
Statement: 

We recognize June as Alzheimer’s and Brain 
Awareness Month. According to the Alzheimer’s 
Association, 27,000 people aged 65 and older 
are living with Alzheimer’s in Idaho, while 
65,000 family caregivers bear the burden of the 
disease. In honor of these Idaho families and 
the millions of other Americans and their loved 
ones impacted by Alzheimer’s, we continue the 
fi ght to stop harmful policies delaying access to 
treatment for Alzheimer’s patients. 

The Food and Drug Administration’s, FDA, 
accelerated approval pathway has provided a 

Delegation honors Idahoans fi ghting 
Alzheimer’s, dealing with fed policy
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lifeline for countless Americans suffering from 
Alzheimer’s disease by advancing access to 
safe and effective medicines years before these 
treatments could otherwise come to market. 
Numerous studies show that drugs that have gone 
through the accelerated approval pathway reach 
patients an average of more than three years 
before they would otherwise. 

Unfortunately, the current Administration 
has taken unprecedented steps to erode this 
pathway, deterring life-saving innovation 
and delaying access to care by restricting 
Medicare coverage for an entire class of 
potential Alzheimer’s therapies. This harmful 
coverage decision carries grave implications 
for Alzheimer’s patients. Every day without 
access to FDA-approved drugs, more than 2,000 
people transition to a more advanced stage of 
Alzheimer’s where they are no longer eligible for 
treatment, reports the Alzheimer’s Association. 
The Administration must reverse course and 
provide access to these life-saving pathways as 
quickly as possible.

We are grateful to leaders from communities 
across Idaho and our country who are pivotal 
in advancing Alzheimer’s and dementia 
research and other important efforts that are 

making progress in fi ghting this disease and 
supporting families dealing with this dreaded 
disease. The advocates’ personal experiences 
with the disease’s effects in their own families 
often fuel and inform their engagement. 
Their perspectives are deeply valuable as 
we continue to work to improve drug access 
and affordability. This includes working to 
ensure federal policies enable, not discourage, 
innovators to quickly bring their life-saving 
discoveries to market.

Time and again, American ingenuity has proven 

it can meet the challenges we face, if the federal 
government gets out of the way. This Alzheimer’s 
and Brain Awareness Month is a reminder of 
the pressing need to better empower patients 
and doctors to decide the treatments right for 
them. Throughout this month, as Americans wear 
purple and participate in other awareness and 
educational activities and in the years ahead, let’s 
do all we can to alleviate the burden on families 
across our country by easing access to innovative 
treatment for Alzheimer’s.

Commentary
Financial management

√ Alzheimer’s: Congressional delegation records support and concerns
From Page 12

Local offi ce
33 E. Broadway Ave., Ste. 251
Meridian, ID 83642
Phone — (208) 888-3188

Washington, D.C., offi ce
1520 Longworth House Offi ce 
Building
Washington, D.C.  20510
Phone — (202) 225-6611
E-mail — Visit www.fulcher.house.gov for a link

Term expires 2024

Rep. Russ Fulcher
First Congressional District (Republican)

Letters to the editor
All letters to the editor submitted to The 

Owyhee Avalanche must be no longer than 300 
words, signed and include the writer’s address 
and daytime phone number.

The deadline for submitting letters is noon on 
Friday. Letters can be submitted in these ways:

• E-mailed to jon@owyheeavalanche.com
• Mailed to P.O. Box 97, Homedale ID, 

83628 
• Dropped off at the Avalanche offi ce at 19 E. 

Idaho Ave., in Homedale
For more information, call (208) 337-4681.

Rep. Mike Simpson
Second Congressional District (Republican)

Local offi ce
802 West Bannock, Ste. 600
Boise, ID 83702
Phone — (208) 334-1953 
Fax — (208) 334-9533

Washington, D.C., offi ce
2084 Rayburn House Ofc Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515
Phone — (202) 225-5531 
Fax — (202) 225-8216
E-mail — Visit www.simpson.house.gov for a link

Term expires 2024

√ Policy: Checklist can clear up partisan noise, 
defi ne if a policy proposal is virtuous or not
From Page 12
can provide additional context and reveal if the base 
document accurately refl ects the information cited.

• Consider counterpoints. The goal of a policy 
proposal is to improve things. By considering 
opposing viewpoints and critiques you can present the 
best recommendation to accomplish your goals.

• Switch actors to see if your opinion changes. 
Focusing on the partisan label of a bill sponsor or 
the background of an author can often prejudice our 
opinion before we even consider the details. Pretend 
that the proposal comes from a different camp to see 
if that changes your opinion.

•  Formulate  a  pos i t ion  and  make  a 

recommendation. After reading the details, verifying 
the sources, considering alternative viewpoints, 
and checking to make sure partisan labels weren’t 
dictating your opinion, you are now in an excellent 
position to make a policy recommendation.

As we discussed in our most recent Peak Policy 
video update, we need to leave the tribal yelling 
for the sporting events and instead focus our public 
policy debates in a constructive and thoughtful way. 
This checklist for analyzing public policy is one way 
to do that.

— Jason Mercier is the Mountain States Policy 
Center’s vice president and director of research.

DAVE Says

College grad’s fi nancial mess can be cleaned up — with discipline
Dear Dave,

I’ve been struggling for 
about a year, ever since I made 
a stupid new-college-graduate 
decision to fi nance a car. It’s 
a 2018 Jeep Compass, and I 
owe $21,000 on it. The trade-
in value is about $11,000, 
so I really got stung on the 
sticker price and everything 
else. I also have $85,000 in 
student loan debt and around 
$7,500 on credit cards. The 
good news is, I make $63,000 
at my job, and that should 
increase to $75,000 by January 
of next year. My girlfriend 
and I are renting an apartment 
and engaged to be married in 
2025. How do I clean all this 
up before then?

— Austin

Dear Austin,
Well, the good news is, 

you have the rest of your 
life to never make this kind 
of mistake again. I’m really 
sorry you’re going through 
all this, son. What a horrible 
thing to experience right after 
college.

So, you’re $10,000 upside-
down on a vehicle you owe 
$21,000 on, right? The truth is, 
you’re kind of stuck. If you’re 
serious about getting out of 
this mess and not repeating 
the same mistakes twice, 
you’re going to be working 
like a dog for the next year 
or two. Right now, you need 
a serious side job nights and 
weekends — maybe two. And 
I’m talking bare-bones living. 

No vacations, and no eating 
out for a while. You don’t need 
to see the inside of a restaurant 
unless you’re working there. 
Get what I’m saying? No 

unnecessary spending. Period. 
On top of all this, you’ve got to 
start living on a strict, written 
monthly budget.

Now, about your fiancée. 
I get the desire to fi x things 
before you get married. But 
married people work together 
on this kind of stuff all the 
time. Believe it or not, there’s 
no perfect time to get married. 
I mean, it sounds like you two 
have already decided to go 
there and fi gured out neither 
one of you are perfect. That’s 
just called being human. So, 
there’s really no reason to wait 
on tying the knot at this point. 
And the truth is, the two of 
you can whip your fi nances 
into shape faster and much 
more effi ciently working on 

it together — as a married 
couple.

Austin, I want you tear into 
this debt like your life depends 
on it. Because guess what, 
dude? It does!

— Dave

— Dave Ramsey is an eight-
time national bestselling author, 
personal fi nance expert and 
host of “The Ramsey Show.” 
He has appeared on “Good 
Morning America,” “CBS 
This Morning,” “Today,” Fox 
News, CNN, Fox Business 
and many more. Since 1992, 
Dave has helped people take 
control of their money, build 
wealth and enhance their lives. 
He also serves as CEO for the 
company Ramsey Solutions.
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NOTICE OF INTENT TO 
FILE AN

APPLICATION WITH USDA, 
RURAL DEVELOPMENT
Owyhee County intends to 

fi le an application with USDA, 
Rural Development for fi nancial 
assistance for the following 
purpose: Murphy Water System 
Facility Planning Study.

Also, the public is invited 
to consult with USDA, Rural 
Development on any concerns 
r e g a r d i n g  e n v i r o n m e n t a l 
resources that may be affected 
by the proposal.  The address 
and phone number of the Rural 
Development offi ce is:

2208 E. Chicago St., Ste. C
Caldwell, ID 83605
208-779-3440
If any additional information 

is needed, the name, address and 
phone number of the contact for 
the Applicant is:

Angie Barkell
Clerk
208-495-2421
20381 State Highway 78
Murphy, ID 83650
06/21/2023

LIEN SALE
Unit F-2, Christina Cozart, 

4030 River Resort Rd, Homedale, 
ID 83628

Unit includes bicycles, truck 
tool box, and misc. household 
items

Silent auction will be held 
at Highway 95 Self Storage. 
3685 Highway 95 in Homedale. 
Viewing and bidding will open 
as of the fi rst posting on 6/21 and 
will close at 1pm on Saturday, 
July 1st

06/21,28/2023

NOTICE OF LETTING
Idaho Project in Owyhee 

County, Proposal No. C200215 
for the work of Scale Pit and 
Deck replacement at US-95 
Marsing POE, MP 18.3.  Remove 
existing 12 ft x 16 ft scale and 
replace with 12 ft x 20 ft scale. 

Sealed Proposals will be 
received only at the offi ce of the 
IDAHO TRANSPORTATION 
DEPARTMENT, 11331 WEST 
CHINDEN BLVD. BLDG #8, 
BOISE, IDAHO 83703 or PO 
Box 40, Boise, ID 83707-0040, 
ATTN: ADVERTISEMENT & 
AWARD until two o’clock p.m. 
on July 11, 2023.

For additional information 
c o n t a c t  t h e  C o n t r a c t 
Administrator:

Name: Craig Roberts
Phone: (208) 334-4426
Email: Craig.Roberts@itd.

idaho.gov
Digital copies of the Plans, 

Proposals, and Specifications 
must be downloaded for a 
fee of $22.00.  Bidders must 
appear on the plan holders 
list for their proposal to be 
accepted by the Department. 
Please contact QuestCDN.
com at  952-233-1632 or 
info@questcdninfo.com for 
assistance in downloading 
and working with this digital 

project information.
General Bidding information 

and Specifications may be 
obtained from the Idaho 
Transportation Department 
website at http://itd.idaho.gov/
business/ 

This contract requires full 
compliance with Title VI of 
the Civil Rights Act of 1964, 
which protects persons from 
being denied the benefi ts of or 
excluded from participation 
in programs or activities; or 
subjected to discrimination 
based on race, color, national 
origin, sex, age, disability, 
Limited English Profi ciency or 
economic status.   The Bidder is 
encouraged to utilize the goods 
and services of disadvantaged 
fi rms in accomplishing the tasks 
or providing the services of this 
agreement, and to provide equal 
opportunity to all sub-bidders 
and suppliers.

06/21,28/2023

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
IN THE DISTRICT COURT 
OF THE THIRD JUDICIAL 

DISTRICT OF
THE STATE OF IDAHO, IN 

AND FOR THE COUNTY OF 
OWYHEE

CASE NO. CV37-23-00189
In the Matter of the Estate of
HOLLY R. WADE, Deceased.

N O T I C E  I S  H E R E B Y 
GIVEN that the undersigned 
has been appointed as Personal 
Representative of the above 
named estate. All persons having 
claims against the deceased are 
required to present their claims 
within four months after the 
date of the first publication of 
this notice or said claims will be 
forever barred. Claims must be 
presented to the undersigned at 
the address indicated, or fi led with 
the Clerk of the Court.

Dated this 8 day of June, 2023
/s/Mary E. Brinker
Mary E. Brinker, Personal 

Representative
of the Estate of Holly R. Wade
10402 Airpark Loop
Melba, ID 83641

06/21,26;07/05/2023

 NOTICE 
OF TRUSTEE’S SALE

Trustee’s Sale No. PLTS103618
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 

that, Pioneer Title Company of 
Ada County dba Pioneer Lender 
Trustee Services,  the duly 
appointed Successor Trustee, 
will on 10/10/2023, at the hour of 
11:00 AM, of said day, at Owyhee 
County Courthouse, In The Lobby, 
20381 State Hwy 78, Murphy, ID, 
sell at public auction to the highest 
bidder, for cash, in lawful money 
of the United States, all payable 
at the time of sale, the following 
described real and personal 
property (hereafter referred to 
collectively as the “Property”), 
situated in the County of Owyhee, 
State of Idaho, to-wit;

Lot 4, Block 1, Eagle 
View Estates, according 
to the offi cial plat thereof 
recorded as Instrument 
No. 215482, records of 
Owyhee County, Idaho, 
and as amended by 
amendment to the plat 
of Eagle View Estates 
recorded June 18, 1997 
a s  Ins t rumen t  No . 
222082, Owyhee County 
records.

The Trustee has no knowledge 
of a more particular description of 
the above-referenced Property but, 
for purposes of compliance with 
Section 60-113 of Idaho Code, 
the Trustee has been informed that 
the address of 12532 Cinnebar 
Way, Murphy, ID  83650, is 
sometimes associated with said 
real property.

Said sale will be made without 
covenant or warranty regarding 
title, possession or encumbrances 
to satisfy the obligation secured 
by and pursuant to the power of 
sale conferred in the Deed of Trust 
executed by Tish Powell, a married 
woman and her sole and separate 
property, as Grantor, to Pioneer 
Title Company of Ada County, as 
Trustee, for the benefi t and security 

of Joseph E. Stewart and Paula 
L. Stewart, as Benefi ciary, dated 
7/14/2017, recorded 7/31/2013, 
under Instrument No. 293396, 
Mortgage records of Owyhee 
County, ID, the benefi cial interest 
in which is presently held by 
Joseph E. Stewart and Paula L. 
Stewart.

THE ABOVE GRANTORS 
ARE NAMED TO COMPLY 
WITH SECTION 45-1506(4)
(a ) ,  IDAHO CODE.   NO 
REPRESENTATION IS MADE 
THAT THEY ARE, OR ARE NOT, 
PRESENTLY RESPONSIBLE 
FOR THIS OBLIGATION.

The default for which is sale is 
made is the failure to pay when 
due under the Deed of Trust Note 
dated 7/14/2017, FAILURE TO 
PAY THE INSTALLMENT OF 
PRINCIPAL AND INTEREST 
WHICH BECAME  DUE 
ON 10/1/2022; PLUS LATE 
CHARGES, AND ADVANCES 
FOR DELINQUENT REAL 
ESTATE TAXES AND HAZARD 
INSURANCE AS SET FORTH; 
AND ALL SUBSEQUENT 
I N S T A L L M E N T S  O F 
PRINCIPAL AND INTEREST, 
P L U S  L AT E  C H A R G E S , 
DELINQUENT REAL ESTATE 
TA X E S ,  D E L I N Q U E N T 
INSURANCE PREMIUMS AND 
ALL FORECLOSURE COSTS 
AND FEES.

All delinquencies are now 
due, together with unpaid and 
accruing taxes, assessments, 
trustee’s fees, attorney’s fees, 
costs and advances made to protect 
the security associated with this 
foreclosure. The principal balance 
is $156,918.98, together with 
interest thereon at 6% per annum 
from 5/2/2023, until paid.

The Benefi ciary elects to sell or 
cause the trust property to be sold 
to satisfy said obligation.

Anyone having any objection to 
the sale on any grounds whatsoever 
will be afforded an opportunity to 
be heard as to those objections if 
they bring a lawsuit to restrain 
the same.

DATED: June 8, 2023.

Pioneer Title Company of 
Ada County dba Pioneer Lender 
Trustee Services

Trustee
/s/:By Deborrah Duncan, 

Assistant Secretary
Pioneer Lender Trustee 

Services
8151 W. Rifl eman Street 
Boise, ID  83704
06/21,28;07/05,12/2023

SUMMONS BY 
PUBLICATION

IN THE DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE THIRD JUDICIAL 

DISTRICT
FOR THE STATE OF 

IDAHO, IN AND FOR THE 
COUNTY OF CANYON
Case No. CV14-23-01186

NAFCO, INC.,  an Idaho 
corporation,

Plaintiff,
vs.
BRADY FAIRCLOTH, an 

individual,
Defendant.
TO: BRADY FAIRCLOTH
You have been sued by Plaintiff 

NAFCO, INC., in the District 
Court in and for Canyon County, 
Case No. CV14-23-01186.

The nature of the claim against 
you is for breach of contract and 
unjust enrichment. Any time 
after 21 days following the last 
publication of this Summons, 
the Court may enter a Judgment 
against you without further notice, 
unless prior to that time you 
have filed a written response 
in the proper form including 
the case number, and paid any 
required fi ling fee to the Clerk 
of the Court at 1115 Albany St., 
Caldwell, Idaho (208-454-7572) 
and serve a copy of your response 
on the Plaintiff ’s  attorney 
Abigail McCleery at NAFCO 
Inc., 3449 E Copper Point Dr, 
Ste 275 Meridian, Idaho 83642, 
Telephone: (541-335-4549)

A copy of the Summons and 
Complaint can be obtained by 
contacting either the Clerk of the 
Court or the other party. If you 
wish legal assistance, you should 
immediately retain an attorney to 
advise you in this matter. 

Date: 5/22/2023
CLERK OF THE DISTRICT 

COURT
By: /s/ Zachary Snively  

   
Deputy Clerk
05/31;06/07,14,21/2023

UNCLAIMED PROPERTY 
NOTICE

Why would anyone have 
unclaimed money? Unclaimed 
money consists of forgotten bank 
accounts, refund checks, utility 
deposits, wages, tax refunds and 
more. The Idaho State Treasurer’s 
Unclaimed Property Division acts 
as a consumer protection agency 
to ensure forgotten funds are 
returned to their rightful owners. 
Check online for your name at 
YourMoney.Idaho.gov.

06/21/2023

Public notices
ORDINANCE NO. A – 231

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF MARSING, IDAHO, AMENDING ZONING DISTRICT 
REGULATIONS IN REGARD TO MULTIPLE DWELLINGS WITH 3-4 UNITS; REPEALER; 
EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, the City has determined that it is in the best interest of the citizens for multiple dwelling 
units of three or four units to require a special use permit in the residential zone.

BE IT ORDAINED By the Mayor and City Council of the City of Marsing, Idaho:
Section 1. That Title 8, Chapter 5, Section 2(B) be amended as follows:

LAND USE       DISTRICT
       A  R        C      CI      P

Dwellings, multiple with 3-4 units and townhouses S P S

Section 2. Any portions of any existing ordinances, which are in direct confl ict with this Ordinance 
are hereby repealed insofar as the confl ict exists.

Section 3. That this Ordinance shall take effect and be in full force from and after its passage, 
approval, and publication.

ADOPTED by the Mayor and City Council of Marsing, Idaho, this 14th day of June, 2023.
CITY OF MARSING 
Owyhee County, Idaho  
/s/: Hayzen Corder
Mayor
ATTEST:
/s/: Jolyn E. Thompson
City Clerk
06/21/2023

get going at 7:30 p.m., and 
Rochelle and The James Gang 
will provide live music.

The games include txinga 
(weight carrying) and a bota 
contest for adults. The bota con-

test will involve trying to squirt 
a drink from a Basque bota bag 
without making a mess.

Children’s games will be 
tug-o-war, gunnysack races 
and an egg toss.

The centerpiece of celebrat-
ing the feast day of St. John the 
Baptist is a bonfi re.

At sunset on Saturday, the 
bonfi re will be lit and the fes-
tival song San Juan Zortziko 

will be performed.
The bonfi re signifi es a tra-

dition throughout the Basque 
Country to mark the San Juan 
Eguna celebration.

There will be food and bev-

erages available as well as 
vendors during the festival.

Organizers welcome chairs 
and shade canopies, but pets 
and outside food and beverage 
won’t be admitted. 

√ Festival: Games for all ages planned during Basque Center celebration

From page 1
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Buy it, sell it, 
trade it, rent it...

in the 

Subscribe 

The Owyhee 
Avalanche
208-337-4681

Rubber 
Stamps

Made to order

The 
Owyhee

Avalanche
337-4681

Classifieds
Reach Thousands of Readers Every Week in the Owyhee Avalanche

TODAY IS A GREAT DAY 
TO SUBSCRIBE TO 

THE OWYHEE AVALANCHE!
Digital Edition available to subscribers! 

FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE CALL: 208-455-1419

PICKETT AUCTION SERVICE LLC

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON BIDDING AND TO VIEW PICTURES & 
DESCRIPTIONS > REGISTER & BIDDING GO TO:

www.pickettauctions.com

HOT SUMMER FARM & EQUIPMENT
INTERNET AUCTION

Partial Listing: *1923 5 Window Ford Model T Coupe, *1996 Volvo Day Cab Semi Truck, 
*2007 Volvo Truck Tractor, *2007 International 9200i Truck Tractor, *Ford 4000 Industrial 
Tractor*2000 Star Trailers Belt Aug Semi Trailer, *’95 CB Quality 15’ Slant Trailer, 
* Flatbed GN Trailers (2), *2000 Prowler Lite Travel Trailer ,*2014 Dodge Ram 3500 
Laramie Pickup, *2000 Dodge 2500 Pickup, *2007 Chevy Silverado 2500 Pickup, *1991 
Ford Ranger Pickup ,*2003 Freightliner Thomas School Bus, *994 Kenworth Flatbed 
Truck, 2001 Harley Davidson Fat Boy Motorcycle, *Allen Twin Hay Rake,  *3-Point Roll 
Over Plow, *Dixon Zero Turn Mower *Bradley Side Delivery Hay Rake *Continuous Rail 
Fencing *McCormick MC 115 Tractor *3 Point Backhoe Attachment

ADDING DAILY – KEEP WATCHING OUR WEBSITE
More Vehicles *Utility & Stock Trailers *Small Tractors *ATV’s *Boats *Many More 
Implements *Primitive Farm Equipment *Irrigation Equipment *Spray Equipment 
*Livestock Panels – Gates – Supplies *Saddles *Shop Equipment & Power Tools *Lawn 
& Garden Equipment 

Accepting Consignments NOW - Monday- Friday 9am-5pm 
BEGINS TO CLOSE ONLINE @ 3PM MT JULY 24

Licensed and Insured

CHIMNEY SWEEP

 208-695-7542
saferchimney.com

CLEANING 
& REPAIR

FOR SAFE 
AND EFFICIENT 

HEATING

Safer 
ChimneySUMMER

SPECIAL!
$10900

United Family Homes
We Carry the Best Built Manufactured Homes & We Will Show You the Difference!

(208) 442-1605
1-866-279-0389
1413 3rd Ave. N.
Nampa, Idaho

Calvin Berg, Owner
Corwin Berg, Sales

 TRACTOR & FARM 
EQUIPMENT OPERATOR

Watson Agriculture is offering a long-term 
-

various tractor implements for agricultural 

-

 

can apply at 

SERVICES
HEARTWOOD TREE 
CARE LLC. Trees Getting Out 
of Hand? We can help! Pruning, 
removals (any size) and more! 
Free Estimates. 208-965-6174
SHIPPY’S TREE 
SERVICE Call your local 
Arborist for all your tree needs! 
Tree removal & pruning, 
crown reduction, trimming, 
dead wooding, stump grinding/
removals, clean-up/hauling. 
Locally owned & operated. 
Fully licensed & insured. Free 
estimates. Call Slade or James at 
208-606-5257
Valley Powersports 
Repair Formerly Tim’s Small 
Engine Repair specializing 
in ATV, UTV & motorcycle 
servicing and repair. Tires, tune-
ups, repairs & EFI diagnostics. 
Complete service and repair on 
all makes and models. 30916 
Peckham Rd., Wilder. 208-482-
7461. www.valleypowersport.
com
RYE SHIPPY TREE Services. 
Topping and trimming, removal 
and stump grinding. Also, snow 
plowing. Call for free estimate. 
Insured and experienced. Call or 
text Rye 208-989-5843.
Steel Buildings & Pole 
Barns. Shops, Airplane 
Hangars, Ag Buildings, Hay 
Covers, Riding Arenas. Visit 
millwardbuilders.com 208-941-
9502
Technical Computer 
LLC, Repairs, Tune-ups, 
Backups, Upgrades, Networking 
& more. Call Tom at 208-896-
4676 or 208-899-9419.

FOR SALE
TIKKA T3X LITE 270 Caliber 
$600. Call 208-405-3517
ROLL ENDS: Great for 

lining birdcages or for your 
kids to doodle on. The Owyhee 
Avalanche, Homedale.
Polaris 4-wheeler Polaris 
Sportsman 400 4x4 Good shape, 
runs great $3000.00 208-249-
1089

HELP WANTED
Part-time library/ program 
assistant 10-13 hours a week. 

hours including Saturdays. 
Job description/duties and 
application form can be picked 
up at front desk during business 
hours. Wilder Public Library 
District, 111 2nd St., Wilder, ID. 
(208) 482-7880
OWYHEE COUNTY 
IS accepting applications 
for a full-time position in 
the Community Planning 
Department. The principal 
function of this position is 
to perform technical and 
administrative support duties 
including researching, preparing 
staff reports, processing land 
use applications, providing 
answers to land use inquiries, 
performing administrative 
functions, and providing timely 
courteous service in person, 
by telephone, and email. This 
position is full time 37.5 hours 
a week, pay is dependent on 
relevant experience. Minimum 
of high school diploma or 
equivalent required, plus at 

or equivalent combination of 
experience and training which 
provides the knowledge and 
abilities required to perform the 

including medical, dental, 
vision, PERSI, plus vacation and 
sick leave. Applicants will be 
subject to a background check. 
Job description and applications 
are available at the Community 

annex building behind the 
courthouse at 17069 Basey 
Street in Murphy, Idaho. Owyhee 
County is an equal opportunity 
employer.
PRESSMAN - No experience 
necessary. Some heavy lifting 
required. Applications available 
at Owyhee Publishing, 21 E. 
Idaho Ave, Homedale.
RELIABLE, EXPERIENCED 
CAREGIVER needed, 14 hours 
weekly. Near Marsing. Reliable 
transportation required. Thru 
caregiver agency, state program. 
Call 208-741-1972
HELP NEEDED - to feed cows 
and help with calving. Full-time 
position, possible housing. Call 
208-741-0452

FARM AND 
RANCH

Old crop hay for sale. All tarped. 
4th cutting. $125/ton. Oat alfalfa, 
$100/ton. 88 bale retriever loads. 
(208) 867-7964 or (208) 571-
0833
Looking to buy or lease small 
feedlot calving area near 
Homedale. (208) 867-7964 or 
(208) 571-0833
Balewagons: I sell & buy 
New Holland, self-propelled & 
pull-type models/ parts/ tires/ 
manuals. Financing-trades-
delivery available. Call Jim 
Wilhite (Greenleaf) 208-880-
2889 www.balewagon.com

FOR RENT
MARSING STORAGE has 
10’x10’ units available for rent. 
RV space available. Recently 
graveled. 5656 Van Rd, Marsing. 
Contact Steve 208-616-0315.
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